Postoperative methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus enteritis following hysterectomy: a case report and review of the literature.
Following a hysterectomy a 43-year-old woman developed colicky abdominal pain and profuse postoperative diarrhoea. Examination was unremarkable and initial investigations revealed a normal plain abdominal X-ray initially, but later there was some small bowel dilatation and evidence of raised inflammatory markers. No cause was identified at exploratory laparotomy 2 days post operation. Flexible sigmoidoscopy was normal. The patient was empirically treated with oral vancomycin for presumed Clostridium difficile diarrhoea, although subsequent stool cultures were negative for the usual intestinal pathogens and C. difficile toxin. The diarrhoea persisted for 9 days. By day 10 stool cultures had grown methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, establishing the diagnosis. To our knowledge this is the first report of methicillin-resistant S. aureus enteritis following hysterectomy.